NEXT STEPS st ‘ac

I've decided to follow Jesus... now what? -_—

You just made the most important decision of your life. While
your faith is a gift, growing that faith is a journey. At Second
Story Church, we want to walk that journey with you. Here is
your roadmap for the first few steps.

1. STARTING THE STORY: Where to Read Your Bible

The Bible is what fuels your spirit. While starting on page one can be
overwhelming, try these starting points instead:

e The Gospel of John (New Testament): Start here. It tells the complete
story of Jesus' life, miracles, and incredible love for you.

e The Book of Romans (New Testament): After John, read Romans to
understand the foundation of what we believe.

e The "'One Chapter” Rule: Aim for one chapter a day. Read it slowly, and
simply ask: “What does this tell me about who God is?”

e We have other great book recommendations to help new believers
but the first place to start is the Bible.

2. CONVERSATION, NOT PERFORMANCE: How to Pray

Prayer isn't about fancy words; it's just a conversation with a Father who
loves you. Be real. If you aren't sure what to say, try the A.C.T.S. method:
e A - ADORATION: Tell God what you love and appreciate about Him.
e C - CONFESSION: Be honest about where you've fallen short and ask
for help to do better.
e T - THANKSGIVING: List three specific things you are grateful for today.
e S - SPECIFIC: Ask God to help you, your friends and family with their
specific needs. God wants to have a personal relationship with you.



3. YOUR STORY IS PART OF OUR STORY: The Importance
of Community

Faith was never meant to be a solo sport. You need people around
you to help you read the map, encourage you, and pray for you.

e Come to Wednesday Midweek: This is where deeper connection
happens. Find a group of people you can connect with and grow
alongside. We meet at 6PM for community time (bring your own
dinner) and then join the Midweek Bible Discovery Bible Study or
the Living Grace Women'’s Bible Study. Both studies start at
6:30PM. Childcare is available!

e Get Baptized: Baptism is your public declaration of your decision
to follow Jesus—it's a powerful step that shows the world you
have started a new chapter. Baptism can be a big step for
people especially those who have questions about what it
means. We are here to help you navigate all of this!

e Serve on a Team: One of the fastest ways to feel like you belong
is to help out. Whether it's tech, hospitality, or kids, find a place to
plug in. Email Jess@secondstorychurch.org to get connected.

4. Final Encouragement: Give Yourself Grace

You're going to have days where you forget to pray or read. That's
okay. God isn't looking for perfection; He's looking for pursuit. We are
here for you as you have questions and need prayer.

We can’'t wait to see how God is involved more deeply in the next
chapter of your story!

Love,
Pastor Seth and Pastor Jess
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